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healing virtues which it was supposed to possess, it was for-
merly regarded as highly beneficial in all affections of the
chest, and even in the present day it is often prescribed as a
vehicle for preparations of opium and sedatives after child-

bearing. It is not for us to perpetuate error, and, as an internal
remedy, experience has decided against the claims of this sub-
stance." These statements, coupled with common daily obser-
vation, are sufficient to prove that cod-liver oil is an article of
diet, and more nutritious than the isinglass, or bladder, which
lies in immediate contact with the organ from which the oil is
procured.

If some guardians of the poor, with others who have not paid
much attention to the subject, think proper to say this oil is a
medicine, I would ask them in what section of the classification
of medicinal agents would they place it ?
To show that I have regarded this substance as an article of

diet from the very first introduction of it, I may name that I,
.in no one instance, have supplied a patient of any kind what-
ever with it, never having kept it in my surgery, but always
recommending it to be procured where isinglass, gelatine, and
such-like substances are sold. In the face of these facts, the
guardians of the poor of my parish, will not pay me, as their
medical officer, three-quarters of a year’s salary, unless I will
consent to the deduction of four shillings for cod-liver oil which
I, in the first of those three quarters, ordered along with some
mutton and milk, for a debilitated pauper. ’ I am already ac-
quainted with several unions in which the guardians are in the
habit of providing this article along with other kinds of sup-
port, but shall feel obliged by medical officers of unions, and
other gentlemen furnishing me with particulars upon this
point.

I remain, Sir, your obedient servant,
Spalding, Lincolnshire, Jan. 1858. ANCELL BALL, M.R.C.S.ANCELL BALL, M.R.C.S.
P. S. I have received a communication from the clerk of our

union, in which he states that I "am bound by my contract to
provide the oil in question ;" and shortly after, in answer to a
letter from the Poor-law Commissioners, for a copy of that
contract, he states that there neither is nor ever has been one
entered into between the guardians and myself ; consequently,
the Poor-law Commissioners, in reply, suggested that the

guardians should either provide the article or increase my
salary that I might do so. The chairman of the board of
guardians proposed the former suggestion, which was lost by a
large majority ; so that, by such policy, some of the poor now
receive in some other form articles of diet which cost, perhaps,
five times as much as the substance the guardians refuse to
supply, and which, after all, does not produce the same effect
in supporting the strength of the debilitated sick, and accele-
rating the recovery of a man with perhaps a wife and half-a-
dozen or more children, who, during his illness, must all be
supported by parochial relief.

*jj* Nothing could show the short-sighted policy of boards of
guardians more forcibly than the facts developed in Mr. Ball’s
letter. If the guardians of the Spalding Union had placed
confidence, as they were bound to do, in their medical officer,
they would have saved themselves from much humiliation, and
testified their regard to the well-being of the poor. It is clear
that Mr. Ball had a just appreciation of the merits of the ques-
tion in dispute. By acting justly towards him, the guardians
would have acted justly towards those entrusted to their care,
and would not be liable to the imputation of injuring their
poor fellow-parishioners by the exercise of a niggardly, but
mistaken, economy in the disposal of the funds entrusted to
their disposal. -SUB. ED. L.

ANEURISM OF THE EAR.
[LETTER FROM MR. B. TRAVERS, JUN.]

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-At page 497 in your number for the 14th November,
1857, it is stated that the disease in Mr. Cutler’s case three
years ago was treated successfully by ligature. The following
is an account of Mr. Cutler’s patient at the present time:-

Dec. 23rd, 1857.-" Our man is in bed; his ear has bled five
or six times within a fortnight, and I think it will be his death
very shortly," &c.
So far the lay testimony on the part of the man’s mistress.
The surgeon, Mr. Tomkin, of Witham, in Essex, in reply to

some inquiries which I addressed to him on receipt of the
above intelligence, says that " during the last month (Decem-

ber, 1857) Henry Thurgood has had two or three rather alarm-
ing bleedings from his ear. He never was subject to any active
treatment before he paid St. George’s Hospital a visit. Since
then his ear has troubled him a few times, but never so much
as within the last month," &c. &c.
Now, I recommended this man to go to St. George’s Hos-

pital for the cure of a tumour having a decided pulsation. The
topical remedies employed, the chief of which was the intro-
duction of this incandescent wire, have not cured the patient.
In the more recent instance, to which it appears that Mr.
Prescott Hewett put the finishing touch " by strangulating
the smaller tumour on the edge of the pinnae on the 10th De-
cember last, let us hope that the good effect of this " wire.
practice" may prove more lasting and complete.

I am, Sir, your humble servant,
Athenaeum Club, Jan. 1858. B. TRAVERS, JUK.,B. TRAVERS, JUN.

MR. SYME’S OPERATION OF EXCISION OF
THE TONGUE.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,-I take the earliest opportunity of thanking Mr. Syme
for his interesting reply to my former letter, (vide THE LANCET,
Jan. 2nd,) and at the same time would wish to state that I
perfectly coincide with him in opinion, that the total ablation
of the tongue is a measure preferable (in case of cancer) to its
partial removal. But with the remark accompanying his second.
reason I think many surgeons will hardly agree-viz., that the
ecraseur is certain to produce so great an amount of " contusion
and laceration as to be much deprecated." Of course when

removing a large portion (or nearly the whole) of the tongue by-
means of the ecraseur, the " petite incision sur la ligne mediane
de la region sus-hyoidienne," as in the proc&eacute;d&eacute; of MM. J. Clo-
quet and Mirault for removal of the organ by ligature, has to
be practised, and from this incision alone would blood flow.
A communication from any gentleman who has seen the

tongue partially removed by means of this instrument, and
watched the progress of the case, would much oblige

Your former correspondent,
January, 1858. INQUIRER.

MEDICAL OFFICERS AT LUCKNOW.

IN Brigadier Inglis’s spirit-stirring account of the siege of
Lucknow, the following tribute to the medical officers is con-
tained :-

" I beg particularly to call the attention of the Government
of India to the untiring industry, the extreme devotion, and
the great skill which have been evinced by Surgeon Scott

(Superintending Surgeon) and Assistant-Surgeon Boyd, of her
Majesty’s 32nd Foot; Assistant-Surgeon Bird, of the Artillery;
Surgeon Campbell, 7th Light Cavalry; Surgeon Brydon, 7lst
Native Infantry; Surgeon Ogilvie, Sanitary Commissioner ; y
Assistant-Surgeon Fayrer, Civil Surgeon; Assistant-Surgeon
Partridge, 2nd Oude Irregular Cavalry; Assistant-Surgeon
Greenhow, Assistant-Surgeon Darby, and by Mr. Apothecary
Thompson, in the discharge of their onerous and most im-
portant duties.

Medical News.
BoYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.-The following gentle-

men, having undergone the necessary examinations for the
Diploma, were admitted members of the College at the meet-
ing of the Court of Examiners on the Sth inst.:-

ALLEN, JOHN, Malta.
BEALE, GEORGE BEWSHER, Finsbury-square.
BROOKS, ARTHUR D’OYLEY, Henley-on-Thames.
COLAHAN, JOHN JOSEPH ALOYsius, Dominick-st., Galway.
CRAWFORD, MICHAEL RICHARD ROTHERY, H.E.I.C.S. ,

’ Calcutta.
LATHAM, ALFRED WILLIAM, Nantwych, Cheshire.
MEDCALF, GEORGE, Ball’s Pond-road, Islington.
M’IvER, JOHN, Silver Bridge, co. Armagh.
NEEDHAM, FREDERICK, York.
SMITH, WILLIAM HENRY, Houghton-le-Spring.
STOCKER, EDWARD CLEMENT, Congleton, Cheshire.
THOMPSON, JAMES CHARLES, Army.
TAYLOR. JOHN. Woodstock. Oxfordshire.
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ROYAL MEDICAL BENEVOLENT COLLEGE.-The Right
Hon. Lord Stanley, M.P., has consented to preside at the
sixth festival of this institution, which will take place in
March next.

THE COLLEGE OF D-ENTISTS.-A meeting of the mem-
bers of the College of Dentists took place on Friday evening,
the 8th inst., for the purpose of considering a series of con-
ditions for an amalgamation with the Odontological Society.
In the preamble it was proposed that the name of the united
’body should be changed, and be called " Institute" instead of
"College." This was disapproved of for several reasons: one
was, that nearly 400 members had entered the College mostly
because it was a College. It was, therefore, urged that it
would be unfair to change the name without their full autho-
rity, and that it was also, as at present denominated, more
distinctive and descriptive of the nature of their combination.
It was further urged, that if any set of men are capable of
exercising a profession, or of teaching that profession, they
must be capable of examining their students respecting their
acquired knowledge; and as the Court of Examiners of the
Royal College of Surgeons had delayed answering the several
petitions presented to them for three or four years, it would be
undignified to urge them further upon the subject. The Odon-
tological Society contended for the expediency of amalgamating
on account of the high professional standing of many of the
gentlemen of the Society, and the influence their adhesion

might bring to bear upon the institution. Unfortunately this
arrangement was not carried out.-From a Correspondent.
THE LATE SIR C. M. CLARKE.-This distinguished

physician, whose death we reported a short time since, has
bequeathed nearly &pound;1500 to medical and other charities.

A NEW Company (limited), under the title of the Habana
Cigar Company, has been formed, to supply cigars of foreign
growth and manufacture, and for the purchase and sale of

foreign tobacco.
AMONGST the deaths officially reported as having oc-

curred in the naval force during the last quarter, are the fol-
lowing:-Surgeons: John James Lancaster, M.D. ; William
Hoggan, M. D. Retired: John Adamson, Richard P. Williams,
Charles Skesch, William Simon. Assistant-Surgeens:-Wm.
Ray, M.D.; D. 0. Sullivan (Act.)

STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF ACCIDENTS AT THE LONDON
HOSPITAL. -The authorities of the London Hospital have just
published a statistical account of the accidents brought thither
during the past year. The total number amounts to 11,055.
This shows an increase of 536 cases over the number treated
last year. In 1842 the total number was stated at 5503. Since
that time the number has been doubled. The average annual
increase in the number of cases is 350 each year. But though
the numbers have steadily risen for the last sixteen years, they
’have not observed any fixed rate. The greatest increase oc-
curred in the year 184S, when the numbers swelled to a 1000
more than those of the previous twelvemonth. Of the 11,055
,cases treated this year, 2198 were in-patients, 8857 were out-
patients : of these it will be seen that 1138’were cases of frac-
ture, including 162 cases of fracture of the leg, 200 cases of
fractured clavicle, and 87 of fractured thigh. Curiously enough,
5 of the latter are marked as having been treated only as out-
patients. There were 40 attempts at suicide-16 male and
24 female. In 1852 there were 49 such cases in a total of
10,536. The smallest proportion of suicides was furnished by
the year 1847, when, amongst 8277 cases of surgical accident,
there were only 18 suicidal attempts. The largest proportion
of fractures treated was in the year 1844, when, out of 6102
surgical accidents, or half the number treated this last year,
1003 fractures (nearly as large a number as during the last year)
were brought to the hospital. The remaining sources of acci-
dent, may be seen by inspection of the published table, which,
if it prove nothing else, will at least show that the materials
for a most valuable surgical experience are at the disposal of
the pupils and officers of this hospital, which it behoves them
very diligently to employ for the advancement of our art. The
elements of statistical comparison which such tables afford
have, moreover, a scientific value, and it were to be wished
that all our large hospitals, both in London and the provinces,
would adopt the same habit of publishing annual classified
statements of this nature.

THE MIDDLESEX SURGEONS AND DR. FELL.-Some in-
dication of the probable influence of the Report of the Middle-
sex surgeons upon Dr. Fell’s practice may be gained from the

following passage, from a review of that Report in The Leader
newspaper for the last week : " Dr. Fell’s treatment proved
a decided success. Of course we have no space to enter into
details of a purely professional nature, and are content there-
fore to mention that the highest eulogium is bestowed, in the
Report, on the new remedy." Thus, then, the public are led
to believe that the mode of treatment, so doubtful and unequal
in its results, has all the merit which it assumes to have, and
is not what the voice of the profession has pronounced it to be,
a deceptive exaggeration.
REMEDIES FOR CHOLERA AND DYSENTERY.&mdash;The Ame-

rican journals are circulating a recommendation of parched corn
as a cure for dysentery. Being unpalatable, it is to be given
with boiled sweet milk. Roasted oatmeal and wheat-flour have
also a certain reputation in America. Probably the best that
can be said for these remedies is, that they are comparatively
harmless. Of active properties they are obviously devoid,
and as therapeutical agents must be very feeble in their in-
fluence.

SULPHURIC ACID TREATMENT OF CHOLERA.&mdash;The intro-
duction of sulphuric acid as an agent in the treatment of
cholera has been claimed on the other side of the water for Dr.
Lawrance Reid, of the New York Hospital. It had been used

’ on the Continent and in this country before its introduction
into American practice.
LoNGEVITY IN LONDON.-SIR nonagenarians are in-

cluded in the last weekly return of the Registrar-General.
One was 90 years of age at death, one 92, one 93, one 96, one
99 years. Besides these, a man in Aldgate was registered at
the age of 100 years.

THE MUSEUM OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY has re-

ceived, during the last week, a further addition of forty speci-
mens of Indian bird-skins, ten species of Indian and Burmese
bircls’-eggs, besides sundry skulls of animals and birds, from
Francis Day, Esq., F.L.S., Madras Medical Service.

MUNIFICENT MEDICAL BEQUESTS.&mdash;Mr. Jas. Buchanan,
who died a few days since at Edinburgh, has left XIO,000 to
the Royal Infirmary at Glasgow, his native city. In addition
to this bequest, Mr. Buchanan left from &pound;150,000 to &pound;200,000
for the endowment of an industrial school foundation at

Glasgow.-A legacy of X500 has been received by the com-
mittee of the City of London Hospital for Diseases of the Chest,
Victoria-park, under the will of the late Mr. John Hitken, of
Havana.

THE FOOD OF PARIS.-The Parisians are returning to
the Roman type of luxury in their diet. They have become
enamoured of snails (escargots). To such an extent has the
consumption of snails increased, that it threatens seriously
to injure the oyster trade. A whole side of the new fish-
market is devoted to these delicacies amongst shell-fish, the
rest being frogs (&eacute;criarsses). Paris last year used to eat 6000
baskets of oysters per diem-that is, 78,000 of these molluscs;
it now consumes but 52,000, or 4000 baskets. These figures
are obtained from the octroi returns, and are therefore re-
liable.

ACCIDENTAL DEATH OF A SURGEON FROM POISON.-
The Moulmein A dVe1"tise1" records the melancholy death from
poison of Mr. J. C. K. Bond, assistant-surgeon on the Madras
Medical Establishment, and civil surgeon at Moulmein, in his
thirty-fifth year. It appears that the doctor came home in

good health on the 28th of October, and before retiring to rest
took what he thought to be two blue-pills, but which un-
happily proved to be pills containing each a grain of strych-
nine, prepared for the destruction of the pariah dogs with
which the compounds of all the houses in the vicinity of his
residence were infested. The unfortunate gentleman, who was
very highly respected, expired in a few hours, from the effects -
of his fatal mistake.

LONDON SLAUGHTER-HOUSES.-The abominations of the
Strand slaughter-houses, described in the report of the medical
officer of the Strand district, on which we commented a few

’ weeks since, are attracting some share of that public notice
’ and indignation for which they call. The poisonous fumes

from open cesspools pollute the air of the cellars in which the
beasts are kept during two or three days, and in which, after
being slaughtered, their flesh is suspended. The evil does not

. end here, for the putrefying offal is thrown into the sewers of
- this crowded neighbourhood, and becomes a fresh centre of
s nfection.


